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Dr. Carl L. Alsberg to Direct Preliminary Study of Distribution 
Research 


Dr. Carl L. Alsberg, formerly Chief of the Bureau of Chem- 
istry and at present Chairman of the Food Research Institute, 
Stanford University, has been designated to make the prelimi- 
nary survey on distribution research authorized by the Atlantic 


City Convention of the National Canners Association. 

In the report of the Association's Committee on Distribution 
Research, which was approved by the Convention, the Commit- 
tee agreed unanimously that it was advisable to secure more in- 
formation than is at present available before the Association 
committed itself to any extensive investigations, and the Commit- 
tee asked authority to employ a skilled investigator to collect 
the information needed to determine whether a comprehensive 
research on the subject should be carried out and, if so, along 
what lines it should be conducted. 

Dr. Alsberg’s intimate acquaintance with the food industries 
of the country and his experience with the Food Research Insti- 
tute make him exceptionally qualified to undertake the direction 
of this important task. It is expected that the survey will be 
started at an early date, and that it will be carried through to 
completion as rapidly as the nature and importance of the work 
will permit. 


Tentative Report in Freight Rate Case 


The Examiner of the Interstate Commerce Commission in the 
case involving the rates on canned foods, including canned milk, 
in ear loads, from points in Illinois Freight Association and Cen- 
tral Territories to Memphis, Tenn., New Orleans, La., and other 
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points in the Lower Mississippi Valley, has presented a report to 
the Commission recommending that it find these rates neither 
unjust nor unreasonable. The Examiner's report in part is as 
follows: 

“Nominally the complaint in No. 17776 brings in issue the 
rates on canned goods from all points in Central and Illinois 
freight association territories to the Valley, but the evidence was 
directed to the general level of rates under attack and not toward 
the question of the proper relationship of rates within the ori- 
ginating territories. Accordingly this record affords no basis for 
a disturbance of this present adjustment or, for the same reason, 
any change in the existing relationship between points in the ter- 
ritory of destination. Upon these questions no opinion is ex- 
pressed in this report. 

“Under consideration of the record, the former finding that 
the rates from Middleton should not exceed the contemporaneous 
rates from Madison by more than two cents should be reaffirmed. 
The commission should further find that the rates from Richland 
Center, Chilton, Berlin, Sparta and Neillsville and any other 
points no further distant, figuring mileages through Madison 
where less than through Chicago, are and for the future will be 
unreasonable to the extent that they exceed the contemporaneous 
rates from Madison and Milwaukee to the same destinations by 
more than 8 cents per 100 pounds; and that rates throughout 
the balance of the territory here considered are not unreasonable 
or otherwise unlawful.” 

It will be recalled that, while the National Canners Associa- 
tion was originally a party to the complaint filed with the Inter- 
national Commerce Commission assailing the rates involved in 
this case, upon the action of the Board of Directors at its meet- 
ing in May, 1926, the Association withdrew from the case. 


Car Loadings 
Revenue freight loaded the week ended February 5 totaled 
970,892 cars, an increase of 56,401 cars over the corresponding 
week of 1926 and of 41,762 cars over the corresponding week 
in 1925. The total for the week of February 5 was also an in- 
crease of 19,923 cars over the preceding week this year. 


Carriers Withdraw Proposed Freight Rate Changes 


The railroad carriers have withdrawn and canceled the 
schedules they had filed with the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
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sion proposing changes in the rates on canned goods from Tel- 
lico Plains, Tennessee, to Alabama and Georgia points, this can- 
cellation being effective February 8. The Commission has ac- 
cordingly entered an order discontinuing the proceedings in this 
case. 


Congress Passes Corn Borer Appropriation Bill 


The House, on Tuesday, passed a bill making an appropria- 
tion of $10,000,000 for the eradication or control of the Euro- 
pean corn borer, this money to remain available until June 30, 
1928. The measure as passed by the House was adopted by the 
Senate on Wednesday and went to the President for approval. 

The bill contains a provision that no part of the appropria- 
tion shall be expended until all the states in the proposed con- 
trol area shall have provided the necessary regulatory legisla- 
tion and until sums adequate, in the judgment of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, to the cooperation of all the states in such area 
shall be appropriated, subscribed or contributed by state, county, 
or local authorities or individuals or organizations. 


Corn Borer Quarantine on Imported Products 


The Department of Agriculture has revised its regulations 
governing the corn borer quarantine on imported products. The 
most important change is that permits are now required for the 
entry of corn and of the seed of other plants covered in Quar- 
antine 24. This requirement is to provide for the enforcement 
of safeguards similar to those now enforced to prevent the 
spread of the borer within the United States. 


Shipment of Mexican Tomatoes and Peas to United States 


Shipments of tomatoes to the United States from the West 
Coast of Mexico during the season November 1, 1926, to June 
30, 1927, will amount to 6,753 carloads, according to estimates 
made by officials of the Southern Pacific Railway and reported 
to the U. S. Department of Commerce by the American consul 
at Guaymas. During the same period, it is also estimated, ship- 
ments of peas to the United States from the Mexican West Coast 
will total 696 carloads. 

The estimated shipments of tomatoes in 1926-27 are more 
than double the actual shipments in 1925-26, which totaled 3,015 
carloads. The prospective increase in pea shipments is not so 
great, as 656 carloads were shipped in 1925-26. 
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Canned Milk Production in 1925 


The Census Bureau has issued statistics on the production 
of butter, cheese and condensed milk in 1925, from which the 
following statistics on canned milk output are taken: 


PRODUCTION 
1923 1 

Condensed milk: 

404,156,000 419,850,000 

$45,136,000 $38,306,000 
Evaporated milk: 

$118,933,000 103,861,000 
Condensed and evaporated buttermilk: 

sees (a 95,450,000 

Sterilized milk (canned) : 

(b) 6,387,000 


(a) Condensed buttermilk included with condensed 
milk, evaporated buttermilk with evaporated milk. 
(b) Data not available. 


Australian Fruit Pack 


The pack of canned fruits (apricots, pears, and peaches) 
in Australia during the year 1925-26 totaled 2,245,643 dozen 
cans, as compared with 2,410,717 in 1924-25 and 1,569,087 in 
1922-23. Of the pack in 1925-26, 1,517,998 dozens were cling- 
stone peaches. 

British Canned Fish Imports 

In 1926 Great Britain imported 990,374 cwt. of canned fish 
as compared with 1,004,171 cwt. in 1925. Of the imports, 108,- 
077 cwt. were canned sardines and 605,912 canned salmon. The 
United States furnished 197,815 cwt. of the total canned fish 
imports in 1926. 

Canning of Crabs in Japan 


The Department of Commerce has received from the Ameri- 
can Commercial Attache at Tokio a recent report indicating that 
the 1926 season has been a record-breaker in the Japanese can- 
ned crab industry. The total 1926 pack of 390,000 cases exceed- 
ed that of the previous year by about 117,671 cases, an increase 
of 42 per cent. : 

Exports to the United States after November 30th, amount- 
ed to 178,514 cases and to England 67,560 cases. Most of the 
balance exported went to Australia, Germany and Denmark. It 
is anticipated that when what is now in the hands of exporters 
has been disposed of, there will be very little of this season’s pack 
remaining unsold. 
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